Conference Friday 30th April 2010 - Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh

What Do Human Rights Mean for Disabled Children in the UK?

The UK’s 700,000 disabled children are widely recognized as facing disproportionate discrimination in realising their basic human rights such as 
The right to life;
 The right to a family life;
 The right to play;
 The right to an effective education
 And the right to health care. 
This conference will look at the human rights of children living with disability in the UK, in the context of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the UK’s reports to the United Nations. 

The aim of the conference is to bring together academics, lawyers, medics, parents, children, voluntary organisations, NGOs, service providers and policy makers to examine:   Where are we now? How can we ensure children with disability are fully included in all future reports to the United Nations? How can we make the Convention and the fulfillment of human rights generally a reality for the UK’s disabled children?  Further details are available at www.crfr.ac.uk/events/disabledchild.html 

The organizers would like to hear from parents perspectives.  We know that standing up and telling our own personal stories is difficult.  Not only is it emotionally raw and challenging, but many parents have genuine concerns that if they identify themselves, their child or the region in which they live there may be repercussions.  Parent support groups, for years now, have told parents stories by collating them and having someone else recount them.  Contact a Family Scotland has been asked to help put together a 30 minute session giving parents perspectives.  

 My name is Jacqui Law, and I am a parent volunteer with Contact a Family.  I have agreed to collate those stories.  I need parents, carers and family members to tell me about situations where they believe their son or daughter were denied their Human Rights.  It could be a few lines saying what happened.  As we also want those people attending the conference to see that parents are vital to resolving problems can you also, if possible, say what could have been done to make the situation better.  I am hoping that some other parents will join me that day to present the stories.  I will not identify the parent, the child or the region.  Those stories which are not used during the presentation will be written up and will be available for the delegates to read later.

We know that as parents and carers that we are constantly being asked to give our views.  This is an opportunity to give your perspective on this issue, and to do so in a way which is safe and comfortable.  

We appreciate that not many parents will be in a position to pay the £150 delegate fee, or even the £100 subsidised rate.  Contact a Family has registered their disappointment regarding the fees.  Unfortunately at this point we do not know of anyone who can offer financial assistance.

Please forward this to as many of your contacts as possible.  

You can email me your story at Jacqui.law@cafamily.org.uk  at any time.  

Or if you want to speak with me then you can call me on 01387 263 563.  Please call me after Monday 8th March.
Or post this to me:
Jacqui Law, Contact a Family Scotland, Craigmillar Social Enterprise & Arts Centre, 11/9 Harewood Road, Edinburgh, EH16 4NT.

TO ALLOW TIME TO PUT THE STORIES TOGETHER I NEED TO RECEIVE THEM BY 30TH MARCH. 

THANK YOU FOR ANY HELP YOU CAN GIVE. 
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	Please tell us what happened?


	How did that make you feel?


	What could have been done to prevent this or resolve it?


	Do you have any other comments?


You can email this to me at     jacqui.law@cafamily.org.uk    or 

Send it to me:

Jacqui Law, Contact a Family Scotland, Craigmillar Social Enterprise & Arts Centre, 11/9 Harewood Road,

Edinburgh, EH16 4NT

or

Call me on 01387 263 563.  Please leave a message on my voicemail if I am not available. Thank you for taking the time to do this.  


PLEASE LET ME HAVE YOUR STORIES/COMMENTS BY MARCH 30TH.  
